
Windows on the past
holmfirth’s heritage trail

Holmfirth’s magnificent valley once set the scene for a thriving 
woollen textile industry. Today, a wealth of well-preserved 
Georgian buildings, characteristic ‘under and over dwellings’ 
and weavers’ cottages with rows of tall mullioned windows, 
stand as testament to Holmfirth’s past and provide the setting 
for its emergence as a lively centre for the arts, culture 
and tourism. Explore Holmfirth’s eventful history and proud           
heritage on this fascinating trail through the heart of the town.

This walk takes around one hour and includes some moderate 
/steep climbs, steps and some cobbled areas as indicated on               
the map.

The Holmfirth Conservation Group, a registered 
charity, aims to promote the conservation, protection 
and improvement of the built, physical and natural 
environment of the Holmfirth Conservation Area.

To download a copy of this leaflet and to see and 
hear much more about Holmfirth’s heritage and 
this trail, scan this QR code or visit our website:  
www.holmfirthconservation.org.uk

Supported by The Community of Holmfirth 
and the following organisations:

Club of Holmfirth

Front cover: Coronation procession, Victoria Street, 1911
Back cover: View of Towngate from near Owd Gen, 1913

Courtesy Kirklees Image Archive: www.kirkleesimages.org.uk
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1. O
W

D
 G

E
N

Erected in 1802 this colum
n com

m
em

-
orated the Peace of A

m
iens, a brief 

lull in the N
apoleonic W

ar that offered 
new

 hope for the restoration of the 
textile trade w

ith France. A
longside the 

colum
n there used to be a gentlem

en’s 
urinal know

n as the Tin Tabernacle. A
 

m
etal plate displays the lofty height 

of the 1852 H
olm

firth flood w
hen 

the Bilberry reservoir burst and 81 
people perished in the H

olm
e Valley. 

The tragedy m
ade front-page new

s in 
the national press, instigating a flood 
relief fund that raised around £70,000. 
W

hat w
as know

n as the Peace Stone, 
thereafter w

as called the H
olm

firth 
Flood Stone.

2. H
O

L
M

SID
E

 G
A

R
D

E
N

S
W

hat w
as the Parish C

hurch 
graveyard from

 1763 to 1860 w
as 

transform
ed into an attractive 

m
em

orial garden in the m
id-1960s. 

Look out for pre-1800 headstones 
and the high incidence of infant 
m

ortality. A
m

ong m
any of the 

prom
inent fam

ilies represented 
here is the headstone in Latin 
belonging to Reverend John 
H

arrop, vicar of the Parish C
hurch 

for 55 years. Find the Stocks fam
ily 

stone on the far w
all. M

artha (née 
Stocks) m

oved to Leipzig w
ith her 

husband, the prospective Baron 
Speck von Sternberg in 1857. Their 
son H

erm
ann becam

e G
erm

an 
am

bassador to the U
SA

 in 1903.  
The gardens are a popular venue 
for events in H

olm
firth’s busy 

festival calendar. 

3. ST
A

T
IO

N
 H

O
U

SE
This building used to be the ticket 
offi

ce and w
aiting room

 of the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railw

ay 
H

olm
firth branch line, opened 

in 1850. A
part from

 a 16-m
onth 

interruption, w
hen the M

ytholm
-

bridge viaduct collapsed in 1865, 
passenger and goods services 
continued until 1959 and 1965, 
respectively. In the early days 
those relying on an inaccurate 

church clock often m
issed their 

train, prom
pting the ringing of a 

m
ighty bell eight m

inutes before 
each departure. By the end of the 
19th century there w

ere up to 
16 departures a day, w

ith seaside 
excursions being all the rage.

4
. C

R
O

W
N

 B
O

T
T

O
M

Jim
 M

cD
onald, a keen cricketer 

and landlord of the nearby C
row

n 
pub (know

n by another nam
e 

today), helped establish a cricket 
field here in the 1850s. It w

as 
also hom

e to am
usem

ents and 
bazaars associated w

ith the annual 
H

olm
firth Feast, as w

ell as the 
A

lbert M
ill built in 1865. The site 

w
as used as a venue for public 

m
eetings – fam

ously hosting a 
suffragist rally lead by Selina 
C

ooper in 1913. It has long been 
used as a m

arket, for cattle in 
the 1920s, as a general and craft 
m

arket in the 1970s/80s and m
ore 

recently housing a large food store. 
The m

ill’s pedim
ent survives here 

as a m
onum

ent to the building 
that w

as dem
olished in the 

m
id-1990s.

 5. D
R

IL
L

 H
A

L
L

Built in 1892 w
ith m

oney raised 
by public subscription this w

as 
the hom

e to the 2nd Volunteer 
Battalion W

est Riding Regim
ent, 

renow
ned for their shooting skills. 

14 m
en volunteered to fight in 

the Boer W
ar. Tw

o w
ere invalided 

hom
e and an enthusiastic crow

d 
greeted the rem

aining 12 on their 
return in 1901. A

 plaque celebrating 
this can be seen in the building. 
Today the D

rill H
all has been 

com
bined w

ith the form
er Tow

n 
H

all (1840) to form
 the C

ivic H
all, 

a venue for events, exhibitions and 
m

eetings.

6. N
O

R
R

ID
G

E
 B

O
T

T
O

M
Renow

ned as an area of ‘’lew
d and 

disorderly behaviour’’ in the 19th 
century its im

posing four-storey 
dw

ellings, w
ith long row

s of 
w

eavers’ w
indow

s that had once 

featured lodging houses, w
ere 

transform
ed into an attractive 

shopping street in the 1990s. 
They are a fine exam

ple of under 
and over dw

ellings, w
ith the 

upper tw
o floors opening onto 

H
uddersfield Road, typical of 

buildings in H
olm

firth and the 
steep hillsides of the H

olm
e Valley.

7. PIC
T

U
R

E
D

R
O

M
E

O
pened in 1913 and accom

m
odating 

over 1,000 the Valley Theatre 
hosted vaudeville and silent 
m

ovies, including those m
ade 

by Bam
forth &

 C
o. Ltd., an 

im
portant H

olm
firth pioneering 

m
ovie com

pany, later know
n for 

its saucy seaside postcards. The 
first ‘talkie’’ Sunnyside U

p w
as 

show
n in 1930 and in the 1940s 

cinem
agoers w

ere sprayed w
ith 

disinfectant to keep fleas and 
diseases at bay! Later used as a 
bingo hall, today this popular 
m

usic and event venue bears 
the nam

e of w
hat w

as an earlier 
cinem

a and retains valuable 
period features, including a 
w

onderful tin plate ceiling.

8. V
IC

T
O

R
IA

 PA
R

K
Purchased by the tow

n council 
from

 school teacher John Burton 
for the occasion of Q

ueen Victoria’s 
diam

ond jubilee in 1897, this park 
w

as subsequently landscaped 
and becam

e a very popular venue 
for the W

hit Sunday H
olm

firth 
Sing - a m

usical festival first held 
on the cricket field in 1882. Profits 
w

ere largely used to support local 
hospitals. A

 dram
atic end to a 

period of drought cam
e during 

a band contest there in 1929 as 
com

petitors perform
ed a test 

piece called The W
ater C

arrier! 
The park offers fine view

s over 
H

olm
firth.

9. T
H

E
 L

ID
O

W
hilst there had been attem

pts 
to raise m

oney for public baths 
dating back to 1887, it w

asn’t until 
A

ugust 1930 that John Bailey, 

a joiner and entrepreneur, turned 
his backyard into the H

olm
firth 

Lido. The cold spring w
aters 

attracted over 400 a day during a 
heat w

ave that m
onth. H

ow
ever 

it w
asn’t alw

ays that w
arm

 and 
heating w

as later installed bringing 
the w

ater tem
perature up to 19°C

. 
There w

ere diving boards, a slide, 
changing room

s - w
ith hot beef 

drinks alw
ays at hand. The pool 

fell into disuse in 1949 and lies 
hidden in a private garden, though 
an historic trough fed by the 
spring can be seen on its boundary 
w

all. 

10. F
E

N
E

L
L

A
 T

H
E

 T
IG

E
R

A
 real life tigress used to live in 

H
olm

firth throughout the 1940s. 
Born in a circus in South A

frica 
and directly brought to H

olm
firth 

by a local touring acrobat fam
ily, 

tam
e and friendly Fenella could 

often be seen being taken for 
w

alks round the hills and near 
here along C

em
etery Road w

hen 
children w

ould com
e out and 

stroke her. O
n one occasion Fenella 

m
ade international new

s w
hen 

she held up a funeral procession. 
The fam

ily show
ed her in circuses 

around the U
K

 billed as Fenella 
the D

om
esticated Tigress.

11. T
H

’O
W

D
 T

O
W

SE
R

The Tow
ser, a gaol housing 

drunkards and petty crim
inals, 

dates from
 1597. Its m

ost notorious 
inm

ate the Reverend Edm
und 

Robinson, curate of the neighbour-
ing Parish church, allegedly spent 
a night there follow

ing arrest for 
the serious crim

e of coin clipping 
in the 1680s. H

e w
as found guilty 

at York A
ssizes and hanged. Later, 

the low
er floor of the Tow

ser w
as 

used as a fire station, a garage for 
a horse-draw

n am
bulance and a 

m
ortuary. A

 reconstructed gaol on 
the upper floor is open on heritage 
w

eekends each Septem
ber.


